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Kia ora! Greetings  
It is now 12 o’clock, Wednesday 12th August, and I’m writing this column by a 
tall glass window of  Waitohi (Johnsonville new public library), observing the 
queue of traffic and shoppers outside; whilst the 12 midday news is 
broadcasting the live reactions of crowded Auckland and Rotorua cities. In 
contrast, outside and inside the library is so calm and normal, Clearly, the 
message I’m hearing now is  ‘PEACE’ and ‘please stay calm’ ‘do not panic’, ‘be 
kind’ and ‘care for one another’ – Essentially, Peace and Pray is the least we 
can do as we’re adapting 2nd rounds of lockdown that are beyond our control.  
 
Happy 90th Birthday to Mrs Peggy Jourdain on Sunday 2nd August. She was 
pleased and thanked PWANZ for being a great part of her life and faith journey 
via various activities and gatherings. Heather and Ann (from Palmerston North) 
myself and Helen (from Porirua) joined the family in this milestone celebrations 
at her Masonic Village home in Levin.  
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Congratulations to St John’s in the City (Wellington) Presbyterian Church for the 
reopening of their earthquake-strengthened building last Sunday 9th August, as per 
the invitation for PWANZ president. Rev Allister Lane who led the 
service/communion, gave a special welcome and acknowledgment for PWANZ. 
Mary Gibb’s youngest daughter baked the special cake for the event. Caught up 
with Sandra for a wee while she’s coping well and sending her love to everyone. 
Thank you Allister, Mary and Sandra, we appreciate the wonderful support of 
your church for PWANZ. St John’s work is now complete but they greatly 
appreciate any further donations for the building. More information on        

www.stjohnsinthecity.org.nz  
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsinthecity.org.nz/
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Last but not least, I wish to acknowledge the contributors to this month’s bulletin. Kia kaha. 
Peace be with you all.  
 

Faaolataga-Ola Leasi                   
 

What will New Zealand’s new normal look like? 

We are still working on this but it won’t be the same as pre-COVID and we don’t know how long it 

will take to get there.  This thoughtful paper was given to the CWS Board recently. 

HOPE 

Our hope is that we can attain some “normalcy” in our lives after this COVID pandemic is under 

control.  The term is in brackets as we are not too sure what the “normal” will look like.  Is it the 

“normal” for Hawai’i to accept 30,000 odd tourists every day? Is it the normal for Fiji to practically 

place all its eggs in the one basket – the tourist industry - when it is now clear that this sector will not 

build resilience in our countries? Is it the normal for our countries to not open their borders for the 

free flow of goods and services when the flow seems to be going more in one direction than the 

other?  

 

Is it the normal that we continue to feed this economy that makes us a statistic on an import-export 

balance sheet of trade in an economy that does not recognize our very deep attachment, as a people, 

to the environment that we live in and are a part?   

 

Is that the “normal” we all want to get back to? 

 

Pivoting for a Better Pacific region 

There is an increasing chorus of voices that call for change to happen, that would bring the world we 

knew to a halt. And be replaced with another world and with our environment and our people at the 

centre of our development, and an economy that is at the service of this core focus. We need to go 

back to a model of society that places that human being at the centre of every economic, environment 
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and societal structure. Some of us would venture to state that our indigenous peoples around the 

world have the answers to this question about a model for the future. I would suggest that a global 

and equitable response model begins from the way in which indigenous communities have been 

able to live in sync with its surroundings, its environment, and its economy. 

 

There was a marked increase in the call for a change in our approach to development and to the 

type of economic structure for many of our Pacific Island Countries.  When we are free from COVID-

19, are we going back to the same type of society?  What are the changes we need to see in our 

islands? 

 

The Vision:  Island of Hope 

The vision of the Island of Hope that was presented in 2001, offered a comprehensive and thorough 

rebuttal of the onslaught of economic globalization.  The marked observations about a dominant 

economic system is starkly relevant for today. This economic model globalizes trade and centralizes 

all exchanges of goods and assets to be profit based. COVID-19 has shown us the very weaknesses 

of this model and the short-handed consequences on our people, and upon which we designed an 

economic model and accompanying societal structure that are flawed at the core and incompatible 

with our cultures and values. 

 

The vision of the Island of Hope is partly real and partly visionary as its values are lived on a daily 

basis in many households and families in the Pacific today. As clearly stated, the vision of the Island 

of Hope was a response to economic globalization; it was a message of hope to the people of the 

Pacific to hold on to those core values that shape their identity as people of the Pacific Ocean.  “The 

concept of the Island of Hope is not merely a dream. It is founded in reality, the institutions and 

values embedded in the Island of Hope may not create wealth on a massive scale but they will never 

be responsible for creating second class citizens, destroying the environment at will, causing poverty, 

the debasement of humanity and denial of human dignity, as economic globalization is doing. The 

Island of Hope will never entail economic tyranny”1.  

   

Social models that reflect our cultures and regions 

One of the main contentious issue around a future economic model is how it deals with the diverse 

cultures in our region? Many prescribed economic models promoted by International Financing 

Institutions have disregarded the contributions that culture makes to the coherence and stability of 

traditional indigenous economic models.  

 

Any future economic model must place culture at the core of its principle values so that economic 

policies, social dynamics and processes are aligned to the core identity of the Pacific Islander and 

her/his culture.   
 

Fe'iloakitau Kaho Tevi 

Fei joined the CWS Board in 2020.  Currently living in Tonga, he brings considerable international 

experience to the role.   He has advised to Pacific governments on sustainability, development, climate and 
disaster response and on West Papua and has been the chairperson of PANG (Pacific Network on 
Globalisation) since 2006.  From 2000-2008 he served as the executive secretary for the Pacific Region of 
the World Council of Churches before working as the General Secretary of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches from 2008-11.  In both positions, he brought Pacific Churches and others together on key regional 
issues like sustainable development and climate resettlement.  Fei is a member of the Standing Committee 
of the General Synod of the Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia and represents the Anglican 
Church.  

 
1 Island of Hope Global consultation report 2001 page 114 - 115 

https://www.facebook.com/pangpacific
https://www.oikoumene.org/en
https://pacificconferenceofchurches.org/
https://pacificconferenceofchurches.org/
https://www.anglican.org.nz/
https://www.anglican.org.nz/

